History Department Honors Policy:
A student participating in the Honors Program in History is expected to research and write a senior honors thesis under the direction of a faculty member in the department. This thesis must constitute an original research project based on both primary and secondary sources. It must show evidence of synthetic thinking and be written within an historiographical context. The student may choose a topic in consultation with a faculty member from the department after having been invited to do an honors project by vote of the entire department. Students will normally begin research in the fall semester and complete the thesis by the end of the ensuing spring semester. Normally, the student will take no more than three course credits for the thesis, an independent study in the fall and the spring, and an optional independent study in the intervening January term. Students are also strongly urged to enroll in and complete the course in Historiography before undertaking the final writing of their thesis. Students are encouraged to give a public presentation of their research in an appropriate forum. A senior thesis in history is especially encouraged for those nominees who plan to pursue graduate studies in the discipline.

