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All Austin College students and personnel are insured for emergencies while abroad including medical care, 
medical evacuation and/or repatriation, accidental death and dismemberment, and natural disasters. (For a 
more detailed summary of coverage, please visit our provider’s website: 
http://www.eiia.org/assets/documents/International_Travel_Abroad_Summary.pdf) 
 
However, Austin College encourages students and parents to examine options for additional trip insurance to 
cover contingencies that may arise outside the scope of the institution’s policy. Such trip insurance would be 
purchased by the individual student, and any expenses incurred would be in addition to the stated course fee 
and estimated out-of-pocket costs of each course (unless specified by the professor). 
 
Websites such as InsureMyTrip.com provide quotes from many insurance companies and have tools for 
comparing plans. These can be very helpful when you are trying to orient yourself in this marketplace. 
Students are free to choose whichever plan best suits their individual needs, but based on research done by 
the JanTerm administrative team, we have some suggestions and tips to consider in your search. 
 

- Traveling with medical conditions can be stressful at times. Make sure to look at policies that cover 
pre-existing medical conditions, including cancellation due to worsening of symptoms.  

- The “Cancel For Any Reason” add-on will increase the cost of the policy, but it might be worth it. The 
reimbursement percentage is typically much higher than regular trip insurance without the 
restrictions. Read the fine print though. This type of coverage typically has to be purchased within 15 
DAYS of the initial payment of the trip. That means the student has to buy the trip insurance plan and 
the policy add-on within 15 days of paying the deposit at registration in early May. Don’t worry 
though—this strict timing clause only applies to the “Cancel For Any Reason” add-on. If you miss the 15 
day window, you can still buy the regular trip insurance that covers lots of types of cancellation—it 
simply doesn’t provide the “For Any Reason” aspect to the plan.  

- After reviewing and researching the various plans, the Academic Explorer policy underwritten by 
Nationwide seems most in line with Austin College’s policies and has several customizable options 
depending on student needs. However, you should carefully review all the options and choose the one 
best for your unique situation.  Cost of plans vary based on location and price of course, but generally 
falls between $140-$200 a student.  

- Security is a concern for parents today. One of the most attractive things about the Academic Explorer 
is a clause regarding cancellation due to State Department travel warnings (not just terrorist events in 
the destination city within 30 days of departure, which is the industry norm). This language seems to 
be the most consistent with Austin College travel policy, which can be found at: 
http://www.austincollege.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Travel-policy-Countries-on-State-
Department-Warning-List.pdf  

 
We know there is much to consider in a relatively short period of time, so please feel free to reach out to 
us if you have any questions. We are happy to help in any way we can. 
 
Dr. Hunt Tooley, Director of Travel JanTerm, htooley@austincollege.edu  
Rebecca Halsey, rthalsey@austincollege.edu  
http://www.austincollege.edu/academics/janterm/  
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