Austin College IACUC Student Training

Animal Care Guidelines

It is important that you come to the laboratory prepared and that you treat the animals with tremendous care and respect.  Even accidental mishandling can easily injure the animals you will be working with.  These animals are living things with their own personalities and behaviors.  If mishandled, the animals can and will bite, scratch, and fight you.  Therefore, for your safety and the safety of the animals, the following rules must be observed while working with animals:

1. All laboratory safety rules apply when working in the animal facility or handling animals.

2. Prepare all materials you will need in advance so you do not unnecessarily handle the animals.

3. Proper use of the animals, including the avoidance or minimization of discomfort, distress, and pain when consistent with sound scientific practices, is imperative!

5. Proper use of anesthetics, analgesics, and medication requires instructor supervision.

6. Use only sterile needles, scalpels, etc. and never use implements with more than one animal.

7. Report any and all injuries (to yourself or the animals) to instructor immediately.

8. Animals must be observed and cared for on a daily basis (including weekends).

9. Food & water is to be palatable or potable, uncontaminated, and nutritionally adequate.

a. Any moldy, insect infested, or otherwise contaminated food or water is to removed immediately.

b. Temperature, humidity, and ventilation are regulated appropriately in the animal facility therefore doors should remain closed at all times.

c. Disturbances to the animals and their housing should be kept to a minimum.

10. Bedding is to be changed on a regular basis to keep sanitary conditions.

11. Keep an eye on the health of your animals and report any unusual behavior to the instructor.


 Use common sense when working with live animals and always consult your instructor before handling animals if you have any questions.  I have read and understand the above safety procedures, and I have completed the Austin College animal caretaker training session on this date.  I pledge to abide by all policies instituted by the Austin College IACUC and follow these procedures whenever I am working with animals.


To comply with the law, the IACUC must assure itself that appropriately trained personnel will be handling our animals. Consequently, please state your experience and training in working with live laboratory animals.

By signing below, I certify that I have completed the Austin College IACUC general training session.  I also certify that I will complete the health survey addendum with Austin College Health Services and I will complete species specific training with my faculty member prior to starting work.  
Signature ____________________________

Date ________________________________

Print Name ___________________________

AC ID #: ____________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________

(see reverse)


