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Charley Francis Bartolo

Hometown: Allen, Texas
Major: Anthropology with a minor in Philosophy

Future Plans: I am interested in perusing research work and applying

for a Master's Program in the Field of Anthropology
Thesis Director: Dr. Terry Hoops
Committee Members: Dr. Brian Watkins & Dr. Mark Hébert

Thesis Title: The Zebra In A Forest Of Horses: An Ethnographic And
Anthropological Analysis Of Eblers Danlos Syndrome And Community

This work is concerned with documenting and relaying the life experience and social integration
people with Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome are able to sustain with a chronic and often disruptive illness. The main
interest of the paper is the personal social network and support systems available to an individual with EDS
and how they can these social interactions with a chronic and often complicated multi-presentational illness.
Additionally, the perspective and life experiences of these individuals is shown and related to other common
experiences of similar-aged young adults with a highlight on the information people with EDS would like to
tell society at large. The social community that individuals with Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome are able to sustain
is predicated on their ability to balance between official medical care, socialization time, general self-care and
personal medical care, and social building time and other relevant social obligations. My aim will be to
determine the difficulties an individual with EDS may face because of the many difficulties of their condition
and to further present the relevant ways they maneuver around unexpected complications. This is based on
the primary understanding that most people feel a need for social integration and this social integration
becomes difficult when time in the day is taken up by necessary care and preventative considerations of the
individuals with EDS. Community education is the main goal of this work because it has the potential to
significantly positively impact individuals with chronic illness directly and indirectly through community

education.



Sonia Charales

Hometown: Sunnyvale, Texas
Major: English with a minor in Chemistry

Future Plans: Sonia will be attending Salus University for their Doctor

of Optometry Traditional Program.

Thesis Supervisor: Dr. Greg Kinzer

Committee Members: Dr. Felix Harcourt & Dr. Lisha Daniels Storey

Thesis Title: Desi Enough: A Collection of Poetry

Given the events of the last few years, it has become more important than ever for marginalized voices
to come forward to talk about the experiences and struggles of being a person of color in America. My poetry
collection provides such a perspective through an Indian American lens. The poems address different topics
like multilingualism, racism, stereotypes, and reclaiming aspects of Indian culture from the view of an
American-born individual. My collection utilizes a variety of forms that range from the adaptations of Indian
musical structures to found poetry. Poems written also discuss topics of struggles within Indian immigration
and historical events like the Bellingham Riots. As a collection of poems, this project is organized around a
movement from silence into vocality and the development of confidence in culture for the speakers of the
poems. The purpose of my work is to serve as a voice of minority Americans and marginalized groups that is
relatable. For those who have been told to be silent, I inspire to encourage vocality during times when it is

becoming more important than ever before.



Nicole DeLuna

Hometown: San Antonio, Texas
Majors: Anthropology & Economics

Future Plans: Nicole plans to work in the non-profit sector and take

the time to apply for a Master’s degree in Public Policy.

Thesis Director: Dr. Terry Hoops

Committee Members: Dr. Brian Watkins & Dr. Daniel Nuckols

Thesis Title: The Urban Scheme: An Anthropological Perspective on
Gentrification and Restructuring of a City

Lavaca, one of the oldest neighborhoods in San Antonio, Texas, is undergoing demographic shifts, an
increase in housing prices, and fighting to keep its historical integrity. This ethnographic and historical
research follows the social patterns and changes categorized within the urban literature as gentrification

through interviews, observations, and discourse. The perspective of anthropologist Pierre Bourdieu’s theory



