
 

On the eve of the first day of classes, President Steven O’Day and members of the faculty welcomed the classes of 2023 and 2026 at
Opening Convocation in Clifford J. Grum Sanctuary in Wynne Chapel. The first-year students and transfers were matriculated by

Registrar Eugenia Harris, and seniors were invited to gather after the service for the traditional Senior Toast.

 
Austin College Announces New Master's Degree of Medical Science

Austin College is pleased to announce the addition of a new Master-
level program beginning in January 2024. The Physician Associate
(PA) Program is currently in development and, pending all necessary
approvals, will confer upon graduates the degree of Master of
Medical Science. The program must receive a designation of
“Accreditation–Provisional” from the ARC-PA (Accreditation Review
Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant) and approval by
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on
Colleges.  

  
The College is renovating 11,000 square feet of space adjacent to Texoma Medical Center in
Denison, Texas, to serve as its new Health Campus and house the planned PA program. The
program is being developed under the leadership of experienced PA educator Dr. Diana Noller in
collaboration with the program’s faculty, staff, and the College’s administration. 
  
 “This Austin College program will be one of only 12 programs of its kind in all of Texas and will
address the critical national and regional shortage in healthcare providers,” said Austin College
President Steven P. O’Day, J.D. “The addition to our courses of study reflects a forward vision for
the College’s longstanding commitment to preparing health practitioners of excellence.”

Read More...

Do You Have Big ’Roo News?  
 
There’s only one week left to submit alumni updates for the 2023 Austin College Magazine. Send
along your news about weddings, babies, promotions, retirements, awards, and achievements.
Email your information and a photo to editor@austincollege.edu. Send it today to be
featured in the annual publication. Send your updates by August 31 to be featured in the 2023
edition of this annual publication.  

http://www.austincollege.edu/atac
https://www.austincollege.edu/austin-college-announces-new-pa-program/
mailto:editor@austincollege.edu?subject=%27Roo%20Notes


 
 
’Roos Kick Off at Home With a Special Presentation  
 
The Austin College ’Roos kick off their home opener on Saturday, September 10 at 1 p.m.
against Rhodes College in the newly enhanced Jerry Apple Stadium. There will be a pregame
presentation of the leadership donors to the privately funded project, and Joy Apple will do the
coin toss for the game. Joy has been a great friend and philanthropist to the College along with
her late husband and stadium namesake Jerry Apple ’60.  
 
Everyone is invited to come out to the game and enjoy tailgating in Larry Kramer Outback near
the south endzone. Please read and follow the guidelines for a safe and fun experience. 

Outback Policies...

 
 
Meet the Class of 2026 
 
Orientation activities for the Class of 2026 and transfer students included several getting-to-
know-you activities with games, seminars, and the traditional Monte Carlo night. Now let us
introduce this new class to you! 
 
The class has 375 first-year and transfer students who come from 15 states: Texas,
Arizona, California, Colorado, George, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, North Carolina, New Jersey, New
York, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah, and Washington. And they represent six other
countries including Germany, Ireland, Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, and Saudi Arabia.  
 
Students of color represent 51.7% of the class, 35% are first-generation students, 15% are
legacy students, and 42% are student-athletes.  
 
By the numbers, they bring great diversity to the campus. And, by their efforts they exemplify
the expectations that ’Roos will serve. New student volunteers at the annual First We Serve
project packed 52,272 meals for Kids Against Hunger, which will send the meals to
Honduras and Ukraine.  
 

Crimson & Gold Challenge Scores Big for ’Roo Athletics  
 

The Austin College Crimson & Gold Challenge raised $48,298 from
126 donors in support of our student-athletes, coaches, and staff.
Because of these generous donors, we met the $25,000 matching
challenge toward the Apple Stadium renovation project from alumna
Sarah Gunderson ’81. That’s a grand total of $73,298! Go ’Roos!  
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https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/list.php?crd=austincollege&


This email was sent to vjgullapalli@yahoo.com by "Austin College" <vicepresident@austincollege.edu>. 
Unsubscribe from Austin College.

https://admissions.austincollege.edu/go?r=optout

